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However, over the past several years, Rus-
sia’s work on the components has fallen far
behind schedule, causing significant delays
and cost overruns which have spilled over into
NASA’s share of the work. Russia’s Finance
Ministry has repeatedly misled NASA and the
American people, and we should not tolerate
this continued foot-dragging. As I have said
over the past six years, NASA’s dependence
on Russian participation in the space station
will cripple other, more worthwhile U.S. space
programs, and this will most likely continue to
result in more assembly delays and cost over-
runs.

When the Administration approved the
space station redesign in 1993, NASA prom-
ised the taxpayers that no more than $2.1 bil-
lion would be spent each year for the pro-
gram. At that time, it was estimated that Rus-
sia’s inclusion as a partner would reduce costs
by $1.6 billion. Nevertheless, NASA has told
us that the cap should be broken, despite
Russia’s repeated promises that the money
and the critical hardware components like the
Service Module would be delivered.

Far too many questions remain unan-
swered. NASA has yet to determine or release
any cost figures for the program reflecting the
likely scenario that Russia will drop out of the
partnership, but continues to offer robust as-
surances that it will save money. While I sup-
port efforts to engage our former adversaries,
and sharing our knowledge of important sci-
entific issues, I do not believe it is prudent to
perpetuate a back-door foreign aid project that
makes Russia look more like an international
welfare recipient than the major partner in the
single largest construction project in the his-
tory of mankind.

While space station cost overruns to date
are currently estimated at $800 million, NASA
has cut mission control, shuttle safety, and
more deserving programs such as Mission to
Planet Earth and space education grants. Al-
ready $227 million has been diverted from
space station science and $200 million has
been shifted from the space shuttle payload
and utilization operations. This year, NASA
has asked for the authority to shift an addi-
tional $375 million.

Like our efforts aboard Mir, NASA has can-
nibalized the station’s scientific research mis-
sions simply because all the funds are being
consumed on construction. NASA has trans-
ferred a whopping $462 million from its
science funding to space station development
in fiscal years 1996 through 1998. Case in
point: NASA dropped the centrifuge, a critical
research component, and now depends on ne-
gotiations with the Japanese Government to
provide it.

Throwing more money at the space station
is adding fuel to the fire. We should not con-
tinue to approve NASA’s repeated request for
supplemental funding. Rather, we should hold
NASA and the Russian Government’s feet to
the fire. The American taxpayers deserve ac-
countability and demand that the integrity of
our space program be maintained. We should
therefore end this program before it kills NASA
and its mission.

Mr. Speaker, for several years, we have
known the solution to the many problems as-
sociated with the space station. In fact, the
House almost got it right in 1993, when my
amendment to terminate space station funding
lost by a single vote. I suggest that we allow
NASA the time and resources to improve its

management structure, redefine its mission
first, rather than move ahead with a mam-
moth, multi-billion dollar program whose costs
will assuredly go over and beyond all reason-
able budgetary expectations. All of the sta-
tion’s problems can be solved by simply can-
celing this wasteful, over-budget boondoggle,
returning $80 billion to the American tax-
payers, and saving the life and health of the
rest of the U.S. space program. I will continue
to fight this program and strongly encourage
my colleagues to closely monitor this program
as cost overruns and schedule delays will
most assuredly continue to cheat the scientific
community of funding that could be better
spent on more worthwhile space research en-
deavors.
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Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
acknowledge a brave soldier, strong leader,
caring father and a very good friend. Major
General Claude W. Reinke is the retiring Com-
manding General of the Marine Corps Base,
Camp Pendleton, which is located in my Dis-
trict. I have grown very fond of General
Reinke and would like to commend his leader-
ship at the base.

General Reinke is a Texan by birth but has
always been ready to move anywhere the Ma-
rines needed to send him, including a tour in
Vietnam. The position of Commander General
to a base like Pendleton is often like being the
mayor of a city, as both require outstanding
managerial skills. General Reinke has gone
above and beyond the call of duty as Com-
mander. His leadership has had a positive im-
pact on both the Marines and the entire com-
munity.

Part of what makes General Reinke so spe-
cial is how much he cares for his troops. Very
few Commanding officers are more sensitive
to the needs of their troops than Claude
Reinke. General Reinke has become a cham-
pion for quality of life for our troops by empha-
sizing the need for improved base housing
and training facilities for members of the
Corps.

General Reinke has been decorated with
the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal with
Combat ‘‘V,’’ Meritorious Service Medal and
the Combat Action Ribbon. He is a proud hus-
band and father of five. I might also add that
he plays a very good game of golf! If he re-
acts to the challenges of work like he reacts
to the challenges on the golf course, I think
the men and women of Camp Pendleton have
been in very able hands!

Mr. Speaker, I would like to wish Claude my
best and commend him on a job extremely
well done.
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Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
tribute to two dedicated members of the
House Banking Committee Minority staff who
are leaving the Committee this week to pursue
endeavors in higher education. The efforts of
Robert Auerbach, the Democratic staff econo-
mist, and Stefanie Mullin, the Democratic
press secretary, will be greatly missed by all
members of the Committee.

Bob Auerbach is a first-rate financial econo-
mist with a keen understanding of money and
banking, the payments system, and the Fed-
eral Reserve System. He has served the
members of the House Banking Committee
well in more than 10 years and two separate
tours of duty on Capitol Hill. During this time,
he has worked on a number of initiatives from
the deregulation of interest rates to the pro-
motion of openness at the Federal Reserve
Board. I have personally worked with Bob on
a number of issues pertaining to monetary pol-
icy and have found his knowledge, insight,
and guidance to be invaluable.

Bob is leaving Capitol Hill for the ivory tower
of academia. Starting this fall, he will be a
Professor at the LBJ School of Public Policy at
the University of Texas where he will be
teaching courses on money and banking. He
also has plans to write a book. Though I will
miss Bob’s wise counsel here in Washington,
I know that our loss is most definitely the Uni-
versity of Texas’ and his students’ gain.

As press secretary for the Democrats,
Stefanie Mullin has the often thankless job of
reminding the world that there is another per-
spective on the Banking Committee. For the
past five years, she has accomplished this
with grace and dignity, always making sure
that the views of the minority were heard by
the world outside the Rayburn Building.
Stefanie is also leaving us to return to school,
but as a student. She will be attending Colum-
bia University in a masters program in the
prestigious School of Journalism. I wish her
luck, and look forward to the day when I meet
her again as a member of the news media.
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Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor and recognize James M. McNeely’s re-
cent bronze sculpture ‘‘Hearts and Stars’’ that
depicts the anguish, pain, honor and heroism
displayed by young men and women while en-
gaged in war.

Born and raised in St. Paul, Minnesota,
James M. McNeely, was drafted into the
United States Army in May of 1969. He served
as an infantryman with the 196th Light Infantry
Brigade, American Division, in I Corps, CCU
Law, Vietnam. Serving courageously, McNeely
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